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Study   Island
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Study Island (www.studyisland.com), the online assessment preparation program has been purchased for our fourth grade CMS students.  Some of you may be familiar with this program from last year.  For others, this is all new! 

All of the fourth grade students have been introduced to the program and use it once a week during their assigned Study Island time. They are familiar with how to log on, navigate through the site, and how to find their assignments.  We will be working with this program throughout the year in preparation for the NJ ASK testing.  

Study Island is a wonderful program.  It allows each child to work at their own pace to progress through state assessed skills in reading, math, and writing.  Quick tutorials are provided when students are struggling with a specific skill, and missed questions can be repeatedly practiced.  The goal is for each student to earn a blue ribbon for every topic.  This signifies proficiency in that skill area.
I strongly believe in the validity of this program and know it will benefit your child.  Each Monday, your child will receive an assignment in reading that will be posted to their Mrs. Matthews class Study Island account. The assignments will be due by Friday morning of the same week. Therefore, I am asking each child to access the program on a weekly basis for at least 20 minutes.  I would like this to continue throughout the year. These weekly assignments will be averaged into your child’s homework grade. 

Through Study Island, I will be generating weekly reports to show the total number of minutes each student logged on each week.  I will also be able to view the topics studied and the areas of strengths and weaknesses.  This information will help drive our instruction.  

If your child does not have access to a computer at home, please let me know and I will make appropriate accommodations for him/her in school.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at CMS (973) 691-4002 ext. 6644, or through e-mail nmatthews@mtoliveboe.org with any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your cooperation and support.  I have attached a user guide to make Study Island easier to navigate at home.  
Sincerely,
Mrs. Matthews
Please return this page to school.

__My child has access to a computer and the Internet at home and will therefore be completing weekly assignments online.

__My child does not have access to a computer and the Internet at home and will need printed copies of the weekly assignments. 

___________________________     ____________________________

Child’s Name




  Parent’s Signature

Study Island
Study Island support line
1-800-419-3191
Follow the instructions below to begin using the program.
1.     Go to www.studyisland.com
2. Enter your username and password at the upper-left of the screen and click “Login”
  CMS students have been set up with the following username:                              Firstinitial.Lastname@CMS
  Example: my username is N.Matthews@CMS
 Students have already logged on in school and have changed their password. That password will be used to enter the site. 
3.     Click on the section tab (math, reading, etc.) you wish to work on.
4.     The section to work on will be checked and then you will press start studying to begin.
Study Modes

Once you have selected the topic(s) that you wish to study, you must then determine your mode of study.  Your choice of study mode does not affect the academic content you will see, just the mode in which it is presented. 
Test Mode
A test mode session is in a standard multiple choice or short answer format.
Game Mode

There are 11 different games that your child can play within Study Island.  These games draw questions from the same item bank as the test mode.  Updated versions of Java and Flash are required to play the games.  These are available online as free downloads.  If you need detailed instructions on how to play a specific game, you can click on the “Instructions” link in the top left corner of the screen while in the game mode.  
Parent Reports
To access reports:
1.     After your child has logged in, select a subject from the left-hand side of the screen to access the reports.
2.     Here, you will find a variety of reports with information such as how much time your child has spent on various subjects, how they used their time, and what questions they missed.  You will also be able to compare your child with other children throughout the state that are using Study Island.  You can select reports by Subject or select the Summary option to get all subjects.
